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FOREWORD

On the 10th of June 2017 as the battle to liberate the City of 
Marawi from the clutches of the ISIS-Maute Terrorist Group 
dragged on into its second and a half week, it became evident 

that these ruthless fanatics had no respect for human lives nor for 
the culture and history of the beautiful Islamic City of Marawi as they 
thrashed religious icons and vandalized businesses and homes. All 
these signaled the onslaught of a war on terrorism and necessitated 
the deployment of additional troops such as those of the 10th Infantry 
(Steady...On) Battalion, who were preoccupied with combating the local 
Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) in Patikul, Sulu at that time.



 Theirs was the unit whose reputation in the 1950s was earned 
at the blood-red battle in Yultong during the Korean War where 
their famous war cry “Steady...On” was coined. A total of 381 enlisted 
personnel and 15 Officers were placed under the command of Lt Col 
Jonathan Obena and eventually to Lt Col Ryan Severo. They made their 
way by C130 from the Province of Sulu into Laguindingan Airport in the 
City of Cagayan de Oro and were transported by land into the City of 
Marawi.



 On the 10th until the 12th of June 2017, all the 10IB contingent 
was placed under the operational control of Joint Task Group (JTG) 
Ranao to prevent reinforcements in support of the ISIS-Maute Terrorist 
Group from the neighboring towns and municipalities from gaining 
access into Marawi City as well as to ensure the safety of the internally 
displaced individuals (IDPs). 

 On the 13th of June until the 25th of October 2017, the 10IB was 
transferred and placed under the command of JTG Musang where they 
were responsible for clearing the eastern sector of the main battle area 
(MBA) covering the barangays of Marinaut and Datu sa Dansalan, the 
once bustling areas of tourism and commerce in downtown Marawi 
City which the terrorists had occupied. Massive destruction of the city 
resulted from heavy terrorist fires, homemade IEDs, molotov bombs, 
RPGs, grenades, arson, and looting which translated to hefty casualties 
on the side of JTF Marawi. Marinaut and Datu sa Dansalan were part 



of the last areas that were cleared and recaptured by our government 
security forces. Two famous landmarks that figured prominently in 
the news during the early stages and in the final days of the Battle of 
Marawi are located in this zone: the desecrated and ruined St Mary’s 
Cathedral in Marinaut and the bullet riddled Bato Mosque, which served 
as the main logistics hub of the ISIS-Maute Terrorist Group in Dansalan.

 The harrowing and painful stories of the men of 10IB most 
especially their near death experiences are more than enough to 
stir feelings of admiration and grief to the readers. These undaunted 
10IB Troopers were at the forefront of JTF Marawi’s forces that were 
responsible for markedly reducing the area held by the ISIS-Maute 
terrorists. This was part of the efforts to constrict the Maute leaders, 
fighters, and sympathizers so they could be neutralized without 
endangering the lives of their captives while rehabilitation efforts in 
other parts of the city were underway.



 It was here where life ended for the 24-year-old, unmarried, PVT 
Crisnel Redoblado as well as for his two other companions: SSg Jerry 
Lantaca and Cpl Albert Malondong during a clearing operation on the 
27th of June 2017. They were tasked to clear Building 876 and the rest of 
the adjacent residential buildings but they were confronted with heavy 
terrorist fires, trapping them in the building along with other 10IB troops. 
PVT Redoblado jumped over an IED bomb offering his body as cover 
to save his fellow soldiers from getting killed thereby avoiding more 
casualties. Cpl Albert Malondong was shot while trying to recover the 
body of his compatriot SSg Lantaca who was fatally wounded during the 
encounter. Fellow soldiers witnessed another grim day during the Battle 
of Marawi where patriotic lives were lost in the line of duty. 

 This battalion was among the units that suffered the greatest 
number of casualties. They fought alongside the elite Scout Rangers in 
their sectors of operation though they received no specialized training 



like that of the Scout Rangers. Their nerves of steel combined with the 
firm resolve of each and every member of 10IB to stay the course in spite 
of the heavy firefight and mounting casualties was highly admirable 
to say the least. As death stared them in the eyes, they never flinched, 
they held on to their faith and the strength of their byname “Steady...
On” to keep them going. After all, they were the 10th Infantry (Steady...
On) Battalion who had a mission to fulfill to God and the country that 
resulted in 11 of them getting killed-in-action and 115 wounded-in-action 
on the long treacherous road to liberate Marawi City from the clutches of 
the ISIS-Maute Terrorist Group.

LTGEN ROLANDO JOSELITO D BAUTISTA AFP
Commanding General, Philippine Army
Former Commander, Joint Task Force Marawi/
1st Infantry (Tabak) Division, Philippine Army





INTRODUCTION

I was called to become the Battalion Commander of 10th Infantry 
Battalion (10IB) at the height of the fight against the ISIS-Maute 
Terrorist Group. It was an experience that I will never forget in my 

entire military service as an officer and one that would change my life 
as a soldier.

 On the 24th of May 2017, I assumed command of the 44th Infantry 
Battalion (44IB), a day after the ISIS-Maute Terrorist Group prematurely 
launched their siege in Marawi City and the first day when Martial Law 
was implemented in Mindanao. On the eve before my assumption, the 
Alpha Company of 44IB was deployed to Marawi City as part of the first 
reinforcement of Task Group (TG) IGSOON or the 102nd Infantry Brigade 
(102Bde). I did not have an opportunity to meet the officers of the 
Alpha Company not until during the investigation conducted on the 
fratricide that had cost the lives of seven of my men while five of them 
wounded. I was deeply saddened hearing the cries and feeling the 
agony of my officers and soldiers during that fateful day, the same day 
the AFP first incurred the most number of casualties during the Battle 
of Marawi. It was twice as painful for me because it happened just a few 
days after we had our first casualty, Pvt Rota who died from an enemy 
sniper shot while he was crossing a street. 

 As I watched the events unfold in the news, I was hoping that 
the AFP would be able to carefully handle the situation. It would 
be harder for me to explain to the families of my soldiers what had 
happened or why their son, brother, or father had to suffer such a 
misfortune. When I paid my respects to my soldiers killed-in-action 
during their wake at their houses, I saw that most of their families were 
living in shanties. My first week as Battalion Commander was indeed 
heartbreaking.  





 While the 1st Infantry Division (1ID) 
focused their efforts on dealing with the 
crisis in Marawi City, we at the 44IB were 
preoccupied fighting against the Communist 
Party of the Philippines-New People’s Army 
(CPP-NPA) terrorists, who were taking 
advantage of the situation since there were 
less troops left in Zamboanga Peninsula. From 
June to July, we had gathered reports that the 
CPP-NPA had consolidated about 100 members 
and were planning to attack isolated patrol 
bases or security teams which were securing 
road constructions. On the 16th of July 2017, 
the CPP-NPA launched a coordinated attack 
to stop the construction of roads connecting 
Sindangan, Zamboanga del Norte (ZDN) and 
Bayog, Zamboanga del Sur (ZDS). I lost 2 
soldiers, 11 of them were wounded and only 2 
remained unscathed including the Company 
Commander. Though we sustained casualties, 
we were able to prevent the terrorist rebels 
from burning the construction equipment and 
isolate our security team, which was composed 
of soldiers and CAFGU Active Auxiliaries (CAAs) 
from Bucana PB, Brgy Titik, Sindangan, ZDN. 
Our loss in that encounter did not hinder our 
direction and tempo of operations, but it took a 
toll on my Company Commander, who greatly 
grieved for his men. I stayed in his Company 
Headquarters for a while to ensure that he 
overcome what had happened to them. 

 As I look back to the events I had 
witnessed and experienced in 44IB, I realized 
they were a prelude to the insurmountable 



challenges that I would be confronting in 
Marawi City. A few days before I formally 
received instructions through a phone 
call from Lt Col Marces Gayat, G1 of 1ID, 
my classmate Lt Col Jo-Ar Herrera had 
informed me that I would be transferring 
soon to the 10th Infantry Battalion (10IB). 
I was unsure if I was prepared to lead 
another battalion at the most volatile 
and deadliest place in the country at that 
time. I also did not know how to break 
the news of my reassignment to Marawi 
City to my family. But I had to heed to the 
call of my duty wherever it took me. 

 On the 15th of August 2017, BGen 
Rolando Joselito Bautista, Commander 
of 1ID and Joint Task Force (JTF) Marawi 
formally presided my turnover of 
command at the Tactical Command Post 
(TCP) of JTG Musang. The circumstances 
were very different from those when 
I assumed command at 44IB. The 
ceremony was held so close from the 
battlefield that I could hear explosions 
and the sound of bullets fired from 
different directions while I was accepting 
the 10IB flag from BGen Bautista. I was 
expecting that BGen Paje, Commander 
of JTG Musang would give me a few days 
to get to know my officers and soldiers 
first, but instead, he immediately gave 
me an order to seize and clear several 
buildings, which were previously planned 
to be cleared by the 10IB unit with 
another Scout Ranger Company. 



 The first clearing operation I supervised was successful, with only 
two of our soldiers incurring minor injuries. This success boosted the 
morale of my troops to press on with the fight and motivated them to 
catch up with the clearing of sectors by the other units. The succeeding 
operations became better and better upon coordinating closely with 
adjacent unit commanders and additional armored vehicle provided by 
JTG Musang. I had to learn day after day as our operations progressed. 
Units from the Armor, Artillery, Combat Engineers and Special Units 
gradually had to adjust and adapt to the situation in Marawi City 
since our existing standard operating procedures (SOPs) and tactics, 
techniques, and procedures (TTPs) were obsolete and unsuitable in an 
urban environment. 



 As I started to immerse myself with the realities of the battlefield, 
I also had to deal with the conditions affecting my troops such as battle 
fatigue and combat stress. When I assumed command, our unit had the 
highest number of casualties with 10 killed-in-action (KIA) and 76 wounded-
in-action (WIA), 6 of whom suffered from post-traumatic stress disorder 
(PTSD). I realized that for me and my unit to stay in the fight, we should 
prevent incurring more casualties because there were no troops coming in 
to replace them. There was also a growing concern on the increasing number 
of non-battle casualties due to dengue and other respiratory problems. These 
were only some of the issues and problems that needed to be addressed 
to keep my troops physically, emotionally, and psychologically fit to fight in 
the battlefield. Moreover, my urgent task as the commanding officer was to 
drive the 10IB to catch up with other Ranger battalions in the MBA. I could 
not make excuses for whatever would happen to my unit, which I was solely 
accountable for. Add to this was the fact that the Battle of Marawi was an 
extraordinary urban war in the country in terms of scale and magnitude. 
Thankfully, I had senior officers and colleagues who were more experienced 
in different kinds of combat and from whom I could seek help and guidance. 
My colleagues from JTG Musang showed me how they led, fought, and won 
in their daily battles against the ISIS-Maute terrorists. Through them, I was 
able to quickly learn the TTPs that they were using to outsmart the terrorists 
and effectively employ combined arms.      

 As the days and weeks passed by and we were closing in with the 
terrorists, all units had been targeting their strongholds. One of which was 
the Bato Mosque. It served as the command center and a hideout of the 
terrorists where they kept their hostages. Since we were waiting for other 
units of JTG Musang to complete their task, we were instructed to clear 
the adjacent buildings near Bato Mosque. We planned to launch an attack 
to our target building simultaneously with the main troops assaulting Bato 
Mosque. During the actual assault, the operating troops of JTG Vector were 
not able to hold their position in the topmost part of the mosque. But our 
unit successfully established a foothold in our target building and were 
starting to set up our defensive positions. Since it was only our unit that 
was able to advance in the area, our front and flanks were vulnerable to the 
terrorists’ counterattack. While one squad of Charlie Company and one .50 



LT COL RYAN N SEVERO INF (GSC) PA
Commanding Officer
10th Infantry (Steady...On) Battalion (10IB)

caliber machine gun crew were fortifying their positions on the third floor of 
the building, the terrorists launched an RPG and hit their position, instantly 
wounding 12 troops in the blast. Three of whom were seriously wounded. It 
was the worst day I had encountered since I took command of 10IB.      

 While there were moments of doubt, I stood by my decisions and 
pressed on because I still had men to bring home alive and a war to finish. A 
month since my assumption of command, the reforms we had implemented 
within the unit started to gain ground as we were able to keep our pace 
with other units and regain our status as the Fighting Tenth. These reforms 
included reorganizing and revitalizing the role of the battle staff and 
subordinate commanders, effectively using intelligence assets, reorganizing 
the Scout Platoon into a Weapons Company, and conducting on-site training 
and counseling programs. Other morale boosting activities were also 
provided to improve the health and fighting spirit of our soldiers. As a result, 
the unit incurred fewer casualties in the succeeding months leading to the 
liberation of Marawi City with 1 KIA, 39 WIA, and 7 non-battle casualties (NBC) 
including 1 PTSD. 

 Achieving freedom was a costly feat paid by the lives of many brave 
troops. This book is a means to honor our fallen heroes and to show the 
sacrifices our soldiers, particularly the Steady...On Troopers, had to endure in 
fulfilling our mandate of protecting the people and preserving the freedom 
that our forefathers had fought for. The blood, sweat, and tears that Steady...
On Troopers had shed on the muddied streets and wrecked structures in the 
City of Marawi should never be forgotten. May their bravery, heroism, and 
enduring hearts become a source of strength and inspiration to all of us in 
our continuous fight against terrorism.
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CHAPTER1
From Fighting tenth to       

Steady…on Battalion



The 10th Infantry (Steady…On) 
Battalion (10IB) originally began 
as the 10th Battalion Combat 

Team (BCT), which was activated on 
the 24th of August 1949 under Lt Col 
Mariano Azurin.  

 Being the only armored 
unit of the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines (AFP) in the 1950s, the 10th 
Battalion Combat Team (Motorized) 
was sent as the first of the Philippine 

10th BCT fighting man dons the combat uniform 
worn during the battalion’s deployment to Korea.

10th BCT Field Artillery Battery 
bombards the communists

10th BCT prepares to attack 
communist-held hill

Photo of 10th BCT heroes: 
Capt Conrado Yap and Lt Jose 
Artiaga, both killed in the 
Battle of Yultong

Expeditionary Force to Korea (PEFTOK) on the 7th of September 1950 when the 
Korean War broke out. It was here wherein the battalion’s legendary battle cry 
“Steady…on” was coined.
 
 The unit fought alongside United Nation forces composed of Turkish, 
Puerto Rican, Belgian, and British soldiers, and earned the reputation of being 
the “Stonewall of the UN” and the “Fighting Tenth.” It proved its mettle in 
combat when it confronted elements of the Chinese People’s Volunteers Army 
44th Division in the Battle of Yultong.

Operations Research Center, Philippine Army
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10th BCT parades at Rizal Coliseum prior 
to deploying to Korea.

10th BCT men act as a rearguard against 
advancing Chinese enemies

Battle of Yultong Map from the U.S. Army

 During an attack of Chinese 
enemies on the night of 22nd of 
April 1951, the Turkish troops were 
forced to back out, leaving the 
10th BCT troops on their own. The 
Chinese then concentrated their 
forces in the gap between the 
the 10th BCT’s “B” Company and 
Tank Company, which was under 
the command of Capt Conrado 

Yap. The enemies came 
in waves, but the 10th BCT 
troops mowed them down. 
Despite being hit in their 
reserve position and losing 
communication with the 
battalion command post, 
Capt Yap’s company held 
their ground with sheer 
tenacity.  

 Upon returning 
home from Korea in the 
middle of 1952, the Fighting 
Tenth had lost 43 of its 
brave men. Despite its loses, 
the unit was able to reap 
the glory of its remarkable 
combat performance, which 
included: 1 Medal of Valor, 6 
Distinguished Conduct Star, 
1 Distinguished Service Star, 
11 Gold Cross Medals, and 50 
Military Merit Medals

3
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10IB Alpha (ARCHERS) Company - a steadfast force at the 
Battle of Marawi

4 BRAVE HEARTS ENDURE
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 On the 4th of February 1970, the 10th 
BCT was deactivated and subsequently 
activated as the 10th Infantry Battalion with 
Col Melchor Dela Cruz as its pioneering 
Battalion Commander. 

 After the Korean War, the unit was 
assigned to various places all over the country: 
Cagayan Valley, Central Luzon, Palayan 
City, Bukidnon, Lanao del Sur, Lanao del 
Norte, Agusan del Sur, Zamboanga del Sur, 
Zamboanga del Norte, Basilan Province, and 
Sulu. Currently, it is responsible for sustaining 
the internal stability in the whole Province of 
Misamis Occidental. 

 For over 69 years since the Korean War, 
the members of the Steady…On Battalion 
have demonstrated the same unwavering 
courage, determination, and fighting spirit 
that the Fighting Tenth was known for. 

5BRAVE HEARTS ENDURE
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CHAPTER2
amidSt the Sky 
        oF BulletS



We were prepared for anything. We were born 
and trained to defend the motherland from any 
form of threat. But the events that happened 
in Marawi, the things that we experienced, 
the things that caused our whole bodies to 
shudder—those could have ended our lives.

                                              -10IB Troopers



Operations Research Center, Philippine Army
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More than a year have passed since we last set foot in Marawi City, but 
we can still vividly recall how the ground we stood shook with every 
missile blast, the ringing sound in our ears as bombs exploded from 

every corner, and the gunshots pounding with the rhythm of our beating 
hearts. 

 Our five-month long deployment in the Battle of Marawi was a time of 
uncertainty. We could hardly take a breather in each passing day. Blissful and 
rare were the moments when we could breathe in the open air, unmindful of 
the dirt and gray smoke we inhaled. Reminiscing all the horrors we had been 
through, we could not help but silently cry in gratitude for being alive and also 
in grief for our comrades who had sacrificed their lives. The months that we 
painfully endured made us believe that we are men who have made it across 
the red line. We can no longer go back to how we were before. We will never 
be the same again. 

The Marawi Crisis 

 On the 23rd of May 2017, the ISIS-Maute Terrorist Group headed by 
Isnilon Hapilon and Omarkhayam Maute unleashed a wave of violence that 
gripped Marawi City. They attacked the Marawi City Police Station, torched the 
Dansalan College, desecrated the St. Mary’s Cathedral, ransacked the Landbank 
Marawi City Branch, and caused the escape of 68 inmates from the Marawi 
City Jail. Images of the ISIS flag being raised in different parts of Marawi City, an 
armored car from the Landbank Marawi City Branch and a police patrol vehicle 
both parading through the streets with black flags, flooded social media and 
drove national and international attention to the country. All these atrocities 
were inextricably interconnected as the ISIS-Maute terrorists had planned to 
lay a siege in Marawi City and declare it as a wilayat or a province of ISIS in 
Southeast Asia. 



President Duterte was warmly welcomed by the  
troops during one of his visits in the MBA.

9
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 These turn of events led President Rodrigo Roa Duterte to issue 
Proclamation No. 216, which placed the entire island of Mindanao under Martial 
Law. To address the crisis, different units were summoned from the Philippine 
Army (PA), Philippine Navy (PN), Philippine Air Force (PAF), Philippine National 
Police (PNP), and the Philippine Coast Guard (PCG), and were placed under 
one entity called the Joint Task Force (JTF) Marawi headed by then BGen 
Rolando Joselito Bautista and his deputy BGen Alex Macario. The JTF Marawi 
integrated, synchronized, orchestrated, and managed all the combined efforts 
needed to liberate the city. 

 We, from the 10th Infantry Battalion (10IB), were among those who were 
chosen to join in the Battle of Marawi. Although we were seasoned fighters 
in the jungle, nothing could have prepared us from what we had to face in 
Marawi. It was a nightmare we wished we could wake up from and forget. 

Operations Research Center, Philippine Army





CHAPTER3
the Call oF duty



On the 10th of June 2017, roughly three weeks after the simultaneous 
attacks of the ISIS-Maute Terrorist Group in Marawi City, we received 
an order that we would be pulled out from our post in Patikul, Sulu 

where we were battling against the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG). The order was a 
welcome news to most of us. We even felt excited. We thought that we could 
finally leave the island of Sulu, and for some it was a cause for celebration, as 
Sgt Danilo Agpalo of Charlie Company and Signal Non-Commissioned Officer 
(NCO) Chief had understood. 

 Sgt Agpalo and his team initially interpreted that the order meant 
freedom from the dangers we were constantly facing and battling in Sulu, 
which included ambushes that were very rampant in the area. Going outside 
the camp was highly risky as terrorists and rebels alike could end our lives 
in an instant. Though he knew little of what lay ahead then, he smiled and 
thought that our new assignment in Marawi City signaled a change of 
situation from what we were experiencing in Sulu. He recalled, “We were 
excited to be transferred to Marawi because finally we would be deployed to 
the mainland where we could easily travel home and see our families as we 
presumed the siege won’t last long.” However, his smile slowly faded when he 
added, “But when we got there, we came face-to-face with death itself.” 

 Most of us had thought that we could easily defeat the notorious 
terrorists because we were confident of our capability to perform the task at 
hand. But we soon realized that the mission was greater than what we had 
imagined because we were up against a serious threat. 

 1Lt Arjay Salan, our Battalion Signal Officer, remembered how his men 
rejoiced upon learning about the reassignment order. He also shared the 
same sentiments with Sgt Agpalo because he had encountered members 
of the ASG when the military truck that he and his men were riding was 
ambushed. He lost a number of his men in that incident. He also recalled 
how two of his men who were on their way to the camp were killed along the 
highway. So it gave him relief to learn about our deployment to Marawi City.

 Meanwhile, Sgt Joel Cagatin, our Automatic Rifleman, took the call as 

Operations Research Center, Philippine Army
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a mission of purpose because the day of his deployment to Marawi coincided 
with his birthday. He was excited above everything else, but his family did 
not feel the same way. They took the news of his new assignment with deep 
concern and uneasiness, especially his parents. They cried with their arms 
locked, knelt down and sought divine providence and protection not just for 
their son but for all of us. Such a scenario was nothing new but our families 
could never get used to us going away to war. They longed and hoped for our 
return, safe and alive.

 MSg Fernando De Mesa, our Battalion Sergeant Major, expressed the 
same apprehension about our deployment. When he led the prayer before 
all 15 officers and 381 enlisted personnel to be deployed to Marawi, he could 
not help but worry. As our second parent in the camp who constantly looked 
after our welfare, he earnestly prayed for our safety. He knew the high-risk 
nature of our work but he was gravely concerned for us especially upon 
hearing news of casualties in Marawi. “Among all of us, who won’t make 
it?” he remembered thinking. To him, the order served as a warning for us 
to be ready to fight and even to die because just as in any battle, we had to 
be ready for whatever might happen to us. He was also confused because 
we were not equipped with the proper gear and war materiel, and we 
were inexperienced in an urban type of warfare which the Battle of Marawi 
demanded. Besides these issues, he was also concerned about the safety 
of our troops who were left to guard the camp in Sulu. This was a cause for 
concern because there were already threats of possible terrorist attacks and 
there had been incidents of ambushes in the area, which resulted in the 
deaths of our fellow soldiers. 

 Sgt Edgar Quintana, Scout Platoon Sergeant, prayed to God for 
protection from any harm. He also initially believed that leaving Sulu was a 
relief. He thought that Marawi was another picture to paint. Excited as he 
was like everybody else, he also sensed some fear. He only knew that another 
battle awaited him. He did not have any idea what his life would be during 
and after the war but nonetheless he kept a positive mindset even when we 
became one of the fighting units in the main battle area (MBA). He showed 
great bravery to move forward.

13
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 We faced the dangers head on but we were not prepared with 
the type of warfare that we had to engage in Marawi. We were only 
partially introduced to it during our training and we were ill equipped 
as 1Lt Morris Paulo De la Paz, Battalion Civil-Military Operations 
(CMO) Officer (S7) attested,  “We were surprised with the pace and 
unprecedented warfare that we had to confront. The order for the 
troop’s movement was so fast. The troops were not prepared because 
they were only partially introduced to this kind of warfare and the type 
of equipment provided to us were for jungle warfare. More importantly, 
we didn’t have much experience in this kind of encounter.” 

 Despite our lack of proper equipment and experience in urban 
warfare, we made use of what we had and fought hard with all of our 
heart. We remained true to our sworn duty: to defend our nation and 
protect the people even at the cost of our lives.

 “We knew that we were headed to a battle. We knew that our 
deployment to Marawi City was critical. When we arrived there, we saw 
how devastating the situation really was. Without any hesitation, we 
still embraced our circumstances because we believed we could make 
it,” 1Lt Marlon Almario, our Battalion Training Officer, affirmed.

 The Battle of Marawi was novel to us in many ways but our 
mandate remained the same, as 1Lt Greggy Diangco, Commanding 
Officer of Alpha Company, shared, “I was excited because it was a 
prestigious war. Before Marawi, I had no experience with this kind of 
battle. In comparison, Zamboanga Siege was not even half as long 
and difficult as the Battle of Marawi, though both were unexpected. 
Plus, the enemies were notorious worldwide. They were ISIS-linked 
and some of the fighters were foreigners which meant that we would 
really be engaged in an intense fight. This made me excited. But when 
I turned to my men, I saw that they did not share my excitement. They 
were a bit worried but their mindset was so certain that they would 
really fight.”

Operations Research Center, Philippine Army
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1Lt Almario briefs his troops on their next mission.

15BRAVE HEARTS ENDURE

Operations Research Center, Philippine Army



CHAPTER4
the FirSt two monthS





From Sulu to Marawi, we were led by Lt Col Jonathan Obena in our 
redeployment. Riding in C130, we landed safely at Laguindingan 
airport on the 10th of June 2017, and were initially placed under 

operational control (OPCON) to Joint Task Group (JTG) Ranao. We attended 
a series of orientation and briefings on our initial mission: to preclude 
possible reinforcements to the ISIS-Maute Terrorist Group from adjacent 
municipalities, and to secure the safety of internally displaced persons (IDPs). 
After two days, we were transferred to JTG Musang, which was assigned to 
clear the east sector of the MBA covering Brgy. Marinaut and Brgy. Datu 
sa Dansalan. With the leadership of Lt Col Obena, our team successfully 
conducted clearing operations at Brgy. Matampay and soon after at Brgy. 
Bangon.

 1Lt Kevin Polon, Commanding Officer of Charlie Company, recalled, 
“Our initial task was to secure the cleared area that the terrorists had left so 
that they could not reoccupy it. We were hoping to complete the operation 
as soon as possible. It was only after the briefing in Camp Ranao that we were 
able to appreciate the scope of the area to be cleared. It was then that we 
were able to evaluate the extent of the terrorist attacks and their possible 
support system as we discovered the considerable number of firearms 
in some houses that we checked after the terrorists had left them. The 
expectation from us did not change because the troops were still far from 
Mapandi Bridge.”

Troops board the C130 plane bound for 
Laguindingan Airport for deployment to Marawi City
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Mortar section of 10IB provides covering fires 
to troops conducting clearing operations
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 We then joined other units 
in ground zero – the war zone. As 
we moved towards the MBA, we 
were greeted with sniper fires from 
uncharted positions resulting in 
the deaths of some of our troops. 
Because we were unfamiliar with the 
topography of the city and we were 
inexperienced in urban warfare, we 
had a hard time searching for and 
locating the terrorists, who on the 
other hand were well-prepared with 
their defenses. They had planted 
improvised explosive devices (IEDs) 
along our paths and established 
advantageous positions for their 
snipers. We could not clearly see 
where they were hiding. We only knew the areas where they were at but 
we could not identify their exact position. These slowed us down with our 
clearing operation of buildings and made it more difficult for us to rescue 

hostages and capture the terrorists. 

 As the days of the battle dragged 
on, we kept meeting our deadlines 
but the pressure to defeat the 
terrorists rose. It was no easy task. 
We were aggressive in our assaults as 
we seized and cleared the buildings 
in our sector but we were met with 
volleys of gunshots and sniper 
fires most of the time. Our clearing 
operations had cost many of our 
troops to be wounded, if not killed.
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 We were restless 
in the first two months. 
We were pushed to haunt 
every terrorist. Day after day, 
we cleared one building 
after another tirelessly. But 
our number of casualties 
piled up as well. We were 
thought to outnumber the 
terrorists whose force was 
underestimated, discounting 
their advantage of positioning 
themselves into strategic 
locations and emplacing traps 
which we often fell into.  

 One key impediment 
in our mobility was entering 

the building and houses without 
being detected or getting exposed 
to sniper fires. Entering through 
the doors was not ideal because the 
terrorists inside the building would 
be ready to attack us. So we decided 
to breach the walls instead. But this 
also proved arduous because the 
walls were made of thick and solid 
concrete, and we had no drilling 
equipment early on, so we had to 
do it manually. It was risky as well 
because as soon as the terrorists hear 
us pounding through the walls, they 
would be patiently waiting to shoot us 
from the other side. 
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 Moreover, Sgt Jonathan Macatual, a Medical Aidman, found it very 
difficult to attend to the wounded men as he was also vulnerable to sniper 
fires. He could not attend to other troops aside from the squad close to him 
because he could not go after our troops who had went on ahead of him. 
He was constantly in danger like the rest of us in the front lines. He recalled 
when he was in the restroom, he slightly opened the door and saw a grenade 
thrown at their direction. Luckily no one was hurt. 

 Around the same time, 1LT Franklin Abacajen, Executive Officer of 
Alpha Company, was also killed in the middle of a clearing operation. Sgt 
Jeffil Paypa, the M60 gunner in 1Lt Abacajen’s team who provided cover fire 
for the troops as they advanced, could still vividly recall how 1Lt Abacajen had 
died. He narrated that during the earlier weeks of the clearing operations 
in the MBA, they were fortunate because they were able to easily clear one 
building after another, and swiftly move near the terrorists’ positions. In one 
particular operation however, after smashing an eight-foot wall to enter their 
next target building, they were met with gun fires and snipers fires from the 

1st Field Artillery Battalion (1FAB) provided 
direct fire support to 10IB personnel
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terrorists.  Sgt Paypa fired back at the terrorists to cover the team during the 
assault. When the snipers turned their aim at him, he concentrated his fire 
at the sniper who was positioned in the adjacent six-storey building. He saw 
how the first man in the team was shot dead. 

 The rest of the troops pulled back. They hid into a small restroom and 
asked him to cover for them. Their team requested an armored personnel 
carrier (APC) to give them support but it could not easily reach their area 
as the terrorists were also firing at it. Sgt Paypa was beginning to feel 
worn down because of the weight of the machine gun he was carrying.                     
1Lt Abacajen noticed this so he took Sgt Paypa’s place and asked him to rest 
for a while. When Sgt Paypa noticed that 1Lt Abacajen was having a hard 
time using the machine gun, he took hold of the machine gun again and 
resumed firing at the terrorists. 

 As Sgt Paypa was aiming at the terrorists from a small hole to provide 
cover fire for the assaulting troops, his charge was interrupted when his 
machine gun malfunctioned due to nonstop firing. While he tried to fix his 
firearm, his fellow soldier pulled him aside and asked him to stop. Suddenly 
out of nowhere, he felt a bullet grazed his face and went through 1Lt 
Abacajen who at that moment was trying to communicate with our tactical 
command post (TCP) using his phone. He attempted to counter fire, but his 
fellow troops stopped him and took cover instead. He wanted to grab the 
soldier who pulled him aside earlier but an explosion knocked him down. 
The last thing he remembered was seeing black smoke before he passed 
out. When he regained his consciousness, he found himself alone in the 
same area. His fellow troops had retreated. He could not move. His body was 
numbed and he worried that his mouth had been blown up. But he pulled 
himself together and mustered his remaining strength to get out of that 
area. When he was able to get up, he limped as he pass through a hole where 
he saw the lifeless body of 1Lt Abacajen. He took with him firearms left by his 
comrades and he steeled himself to run near the APC while terrorists were 
firing at him. He signaled to the APC that he could not leave his spot behind 
the wall because the terrorists were targeting it. When the APC fired back 
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10IB Troopers during an actual drill of clearing a two-storey building 
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at the terrorists to cover for him, he took the opportunity to run and join 
the other troops in safety. Out of adrenaline rush and fear, he threw up 
in front of the troops and felt his feet tremble. This was his second worst 
encounter. The first was on his birthday when he had witnessed three 
fellow brave men die.

 It was chaos everywhere. There was minimal coordination between 
and among the different units. There were heated arguments within our 
ranks due to rising pressure and frustration. We had no water to quench 
our thirst. We were worn out and exhausted from the relentless firefights 
with the terrorists during our clearing operations. We were gashed and 
wounded, some even killed, amidst the waves of gunshots and explosions 
under a starless sky. We were losing hope. 

 As 1Lt Diangco noted, “The first thing that I noticed was the 
tumultuous system. When we were clearing a building, we did it 
simultaneously. It was so chaotic. I mean, we were so disorganized. 
Another thing I observed with the men was the way they handled their 
weapons. When they climbed up the stairs, their weapons were pointed at 
the floor instead of aiming at a target. When they opened a door, it was 
just like they were entering a room to make themselves a cup of coffee. 
No matter how many times I reminded them, they would not remember 
what I had told them to do. That was how I saw it, that they still had 
not appreciated what urban warfare is.” Having these observations, he 
surmised that our troops would be in great danger because of their 
complacency.  
    
 At the start of the clearing operations, Sgt Cagatin was hotheaded. 
He admitted that this behavior allowed him to be alert, bold, and fearless. 
He was not worried upon learning his deployment from Sulu to Marawi. 
He remained calm and withdrawn towards his fellow soldiers. He was 
adamant on his attitude towards the siege in Marawi City. He knew that it 
was his duty as a soldier to join the reinforcement.  
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 In the clearing operation of Bato Mosque, he and his troops were 
to secure the third floor of the building they had assaulted. He recalled 
that when they reached the third floor, the terrorists suddenly launched 
a rocket-propelled grenade (RPG) towards them. He felt the ground shook. 
Twelve soldiers were immediately hurt from the RPG blast, three were badly 
wounded. He saw the troops panic as bullets rained down on them. Having 
been among those badly wounded, he sensed fear settled in his stomach. He 
suddenly felt weak and beaten up. For the first time in his life, he felt he was 
not brave. 

 Immediately thereafter, Sgt Cagatin along with the other wounded 
troops were attended to and flown to the Polymedic Hospital in Cagayan 
de Oro City for initial medical aid. Due to the severe burns and wounds he 

Artillery personnel deliver fire support to 10IB troops 
before their assault on designated objectives
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suffered, he was sent at once to V. Luna Hospital in Manila to undergo a 
major surgery for his eyes. After his successful operation, he spent months 
recuperating at the hospital. 

 Cpl Prociso Pradel Jr, a rifleman, was among those badly injured 
from the same RPG blast. Because of the splinters that lodged in both of his 
eyes, he was not able to see for two weeks and had to undergo surgery in 
a hospital in Cagayan de Oro City. “Bahala na butas-butas ’yong mukha ko 
basta makakita lang ako ulit.” [“I don’t care if my face was ruined as long as I 
regain my sight.”]

 Such experiences stirred in us a feeling of dread but at the same time 
it also made us realize the urgency to liberate the City of Marawi from the 
clutches of the ISIS-Maute terrorists.
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CHAPTER5
a new direCtion



We knew we were at a disadvantage in a lot of aspects of urban 
warfare, but we learned to adapt to our circumstances and 
innovate. More so, we were able to raise our chances of survival 

and acquire a fresh perspective of our mission under the leadership of our 
new Battalion Commander, Lt Col Ryan Severo. 

 Prior to his assignment to 10IB, Lt Col Severo was first assigned to the 
44th Infantry Battalion (44IB) of the 1st Infantry Division (1ID). Upon learning of 
his post as the new 10IB Commander, he took it as a privilege to be chosen 
to lead our troops, and at the same time he thought of it as a challenge 

Lt Col Severo addressing 10IB troops during the turnover 
of command on the 15th of August 2017
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particularly on how he would address the concerns and problems expressed 
by our troops who were lagging behind the sector clearing of the other 
units and were incurring a large number of casualties. He was certain then 
that he needed to deliver what was expected of him as the new Battalion 
Commander.

 He officially took over the command during a turnover ceremony at 
the TCP of JTG Musang, just a few meters away from the front line. Lt Col 
Severo knew he needed to set a new direction to the battalion immediately 
so he gathered all the company leaders and held a meeting with them. 
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 “When we had our new battalion commander, he gave us a leeway to 
decide and plan,” 1Lt Diangco noted.

 Instead of imposing his plans, Lt Col Severo asked the company 
leaders the necessary support they needed to advance the movement of 
our troops. After consolidating all their suggestions and plans on their next 
assault, he formed special units to oversee the supplies and equipment 
for our troops, such as weaponry like .50 caliber firearms, supply of basic 
personal needs, water supply, medicines, Kevlar helmets, gas masks, and 
uniforms, among others. He also took into account our combat fatigue and 
resolved disputes among us. He also initiated immediate on-site tactical 
training, most useful of which was the IED detection since we had observed 
that even the dead bodies left by the terrorists were wired with bombs, which 
injured some of our men.

Lt Col Severo in a briefing with 10IB 
platoon sergeants and squad leaders
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 Besides our material and physical needs, Lt Col Severo also took into 
consideration the psychological and emotional welfare of our troops. He 
encouraged us to incur no casualties in our operations because he believed 
that it was possible to accomplish a mission without having to lose more 
lives. It was the same sentiment shared by 1Lt Almario, who related how he 
was also mindful of his troops’ safety. He added, “New plans and techniques 
brought about by our new Battalion Commander were among the 
advantages  we got when there was a change in leadership. There were many 
changes that happened when we were given a new leader in the person of 
Lt Col Severo. It was one of the good things that happened to us during the 
war.”

 Much to the unit’s success can be attributed to having a good leader, 
who helped us maintain our composure and emotional stability and keep a 
positive mindset. Being inspired by Lt Col Severo, our officers made sure we 
fought with our troops’ safety in mind. 

Lt Col Severo in a briefing with BGen Paje of JTG Musang and 
other Battalion Commanders as part of the daily routine
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We were conditioned to take care and protect each other. We were 
reprimanded when we unconsciously expose ourselves in open areas. We 
knew that with this new setup, we were in better hands with one another. 
With our minds focused on the mission and everyone’s safety, we were able 
to clear some areas without casualty. Avoiding casualty was tantamount to 
preserving mental health and emotional stability of our troops. By respecting 
our differences in handling stress and pressure during the war, we learned to 
better understand our fellow troop’s emotional and psychological limits. We 
accepted the fact that we were equipped with different levels of tolerance 
towards fatigue and that we saw things differently so we were able to 
complement each other’s strengths and weaknesses as we performed our 
tasks and complete our mission.  

 Upon observing our day-to-day operations, Lt Col Severo also made 
changes in our policies and routines. These included maximizing the use of 
.50 caliber assets; reorganizing his staff and instructing them to update him 
daily on their respective assignments; requesting for armored vehicle to 
deliver and provide the needs of our troops in the front line; providing breaks 
to our troops and allowing us to rest for two days away from the battlefield to 

Senior officers from 10IB, Ranger, Engineer, 
and Armor units watch closely the clearing 
operations through a camera drone
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10IB command group wore gas masks after 
the wind blew the tear gas at the TCP

keep us recharged and go back in good condition; and designing immediate 
training on tactics, IED identification, and other necessary skills that ought to 
be developed and utilized during the war.  

 “Changes were prompted when he took over. His leadership boosted 
our morale and assured us that we can win the war by establishing effective 
communication within our unit and among others,” Sgt Agpalo attested.

 Lt Col Severo took our emotional stability and psychological wellbeing 
into serious consideration. To ensure that we recharge and preserve our 
energy, he allowed us to go and rest in batches at the beach in Linamon 
City, Lanao del Norte.  We appreciated the much-needed break and getaway 
from the combat field as we were able to sleep without hearing gun fires 
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even for a while. We were able to do some 
groceries for ourselves and eat more 
nutritious and appetizing meals besides 
the usual canned goods we had in Marawi 
City. We feasted on ice cream and tasty 
meat dishes. It was a different kind of 
experience of the war for us. Indeed, we 
felt we were taken care of. We were not 
fighting alone. We knew we had someone 
to lean on.  

 Lt Col Severo weighed the orders 
from the top commanders as well as the 
safety as his troops. For him, both were 
of equal importance. His directive was 
crystal clear for every one of us to follow: 
in every move that we would make to 
defeat the terrorists, our lives was a 
priority. 
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Lt Col Severo conducts debriefing to the troops after 
a successful clearing operation
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CHAPTER6
Fighting Fear with 
      Faith and Fortitude





The Battle of Marawi was unforgiving and vicious. We faced danger in 
every corner and death with every wrong move. We saw bullets flying 
from all directions, and we were unfamiliar with the urban terrain. In 

the jungle, we could hide in the trees and stay low on the ground, but we 
could not do the same in Marawi, where we were exposed in the roads and 
highways, the passages were narrow, and the weather was unpredictable. No 
one was safe during the war. One wrong move could cost us our hand, our 
head, our life. Running from one building to another was a precarious feat 
as we run the risk of getting killed by sniper fire or a blizzard of bullets. One 
sniper could pin down any of us or even all of us. 

As the sun dyed the horizon bloody red, we felt the odds were stacked 
against us. The terrorists were closely watching and waiting for our every 
move. While we manually breached the walls and bore holes, the terrorists 

Trainors from Light Reaction Regiment (LRR) 
teach 10IB personnel on urban warfighting
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on the other side were poised to shoot at the first instance they spot us. We 
knew they were better trained and well-equipped for an urban warfare and 
the turn of events were not favorable to us. 

The ground became slippery with mud and blood. All day long for 
almost three months, our ears rang with the deafening sound of gunshots 
and bomb explosions. The smell of gunpowder and putrid odor of decaying 
corpses filled the air and weakened our immune system. We may have 
dodged a bullet but our bodies were at risk of getting infections and diseases 
such as dengue especially since we had no time to do our personal hygiene 
routine. It had been months of crawling and hiding in places where dead 
bodies lay. Finding a restroom was unsafe. We had no choice but to remain 
holed up in our positions.

Personnel of Charlie Company perform drills on Close 
Quarters Battle (CQB) and urban warfighting training
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 In these dire conditions, we also witnessed how some of our troops had 
survived yet suffered from the trauma of confronting an intense battle and 
losing a comrade. In such cases, we called for support to have them taken out 
of the battlefield to preserve the mental stability and strength of the other 
troops in our unit. “Humans as we are, there were times when emotions crept 
in and consumed our ‘hype’ to fight,” 1Lt Kevin Polon admitted.

 One of the toughest challenges we encountered was when our battalion 
penetrated the MBA. As 1LT Salan had described our difficulty during the 

1Lt Diangco conducts final briefing of 
troops of Alpha Company before an 
assault to a terrorist-fortified building
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battle, the cityscape was not akin to the jungle environment where we were 
used to battling in open fields. The surrounding structures cloaked our 
instincts to locate the terrorists. We had a hard time moving around as we 
had to be extremely cautious and discreet so as not to reveal our position to 
the terrorists. Moreover, we had to breach thick concrete solid walls of houses 
to pass through. We took whatever tools we could find from the houses such 
as hammers and mallets. We carefully examined and strategized which side 
of the house we needed to breach so as not to expose ourselves to snipers 
hiding in adjacent buildings.   

We knew that the terrorists had long studied the topography and terrain 
of Marawi City. They had established advantageous positions for themselves, 
set booby traps, and prepared for months-long combat. In fact, they were just 
patiently waiting for us to fall into their traps. They had also devised shooting 
techniques such as holing the walls of the houses to readily shoot our troops 
who pass by. They also created faux defensive holes in the wall to target our 
troops. They hid perfectly and moved from one place to another without 
leaving much trace, putting us in a precarious position. 

Sgt Quintana initially thought that the war against the ISIS-Maute 
terrorists would not last long, but he was proven wrong because three 
months had already gone since we were deployed to the city. He was tasked 
to command our troops in breaching walls of houses and buildings that 
had been cleared, but his primary job was to ensure the safety of our troops. 
Although it was arduous, risky, and time-consuming, he found it best to 
hammer down the walls of the houses we passed by. He recalled how our 
troops were thrown with bombs and constantly bombarded by sniper fires 
while breaching the walls. He even had a comrade who died on the spot after 
being shot several times by a sniper. He and his team had to withdraw and 
leave the body of his comrade for the meantime. They immediately planned 
a counterattack to retrieve the body. They were only able to do so after seven 
days when they found it in the basement of the building. 
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We left no man behind, dead or alive. We took it upon ourselves 
to recover the bodies of our fallen troops as a sign of respect and our 
brotherhood. We planned thoroughly and risked our lives to take our dead 
brothers back with us because we knew all of us would do the same for each 
other. “Our troops fought on despite our disadvantages. Even though our 
lives were at stake, we wholeheartedly carried out our orders. We discussed 
what to do in order to cross the enemy lines. It was our duty not to leave 
anyone behind. We were all in this fight together,” 1Lt Vincent June Pabonita, 
our Battalion Operations Officer (S3) related.

Sgt Jolly Bongolan had similar sentiments. As a Platoon Sergeant of the 
Weapons Compay, he did much of the heavy lifting literally as he carried 
heavy firearms such as mortar, .50 caliber machine guns, and grenade 
launcher among others. He was wounded from a grenade explosion while 
crossing a road to provide support to the troops in a building. He was able to 
take cover but his left leg was hit. He was immediately taken to a hospital in 
Cagayan de Oro City to have his leg operated. As soon as he was able to walk 
after three weeks, he returned to the battlefield to help save his comrades. 
“Makita ko ’yong mga kasama ko na wounded, kinukuha ko. Dala-dalawa 
’yong hawak ko na wounded. Sabi ko kung mamatay ako, mamatay. Si Lord 
na lang ang nakakaalam nun. Inisip ko na ma-save ’yong mga buhay nila.” 
[“Whenever I see a wounded soldier, I take him with me. I was able to carry 
two wounded soldiers at the same time. I told myself if I die, I die. Only the 
Lord knew my fate. I only thought of saving their lives.”]

But nothing was as painful as seeing our comrades die right before us. 
Such was the case of 1Lt Salan who lost three of his men when they were 
pinned down in a building during a clearing operation. When one group 
began their assault in the first floor, they were met with fires from the 
terrorists in the adjacent building. 1Lt Salan with Platoon Sergeant SSg Jerry 
Lantaca and their squad sought cover at the lower level but were subjected 
to heavy gunfire, trapping them in the building. As the troops of 1Lt Salan 
returned fire towards the terrorists, SSg Lantaca was shot on his chest, 
causing his eventual death. 
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Sgt Elmar Casipong, an M60 gunner and our current Admin NCO, 
Headquarters and Headquarters Company (HHC), who was also among 
those wounded in 1Lt Salan’s squad, recalled how earlier that day before 
their assault in the building, he overheard SSg Lantaca talk to his children. 
“Tumawag siya sa pamilya niya tapos sabi niya, ‘mga anak mag-aral 
kayong mabuti, magpakabait kayo dyan.’” [“He called his family and told his 
children, ‘study hard and be good.’”] Those were SSg Lantaca’s last words to 
his loved ones. 

Sgt Casipong thought the phone call was unusual since SSg Lantaca 
was the only one who remembered to call his family before their planned 
assualt that day. He also recalled Cpl Albert Malondong’s phone rang just 
right before they assaulted the building as if it was warning him of his 
eventual demise. Sgt Casipong himself had a foreboding sense of the danger 
that awaited them when he felt the firearm and bullets he was carrying had 
become heavier than usual. He knew then that something terrible would 
happen to them.  

10IB personnel who were wounded during  the Battle of Marawi (left to right): Sgt 
Joel Cagatin, Sgt Elmar Casipong, Cpl Prociso Pradel Jr, and MSg Jolly Bongolan 
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Sgt Casipong had a batchmate who urged him to recover SSg Lantaca’s 
body. He agreed and told his batchmate, “Sige batch. Bahala na batch, kung 
ano mangyari sa atin… Ang importante secured ’yong pamilya natin. ’Yong 
mga kasama natin, makuha man o hindi at least may magawa tayo.” [“All 
right, batch, let’s do it. I don’t care what happens to us…What’s important is 
that our families are secured. Whether we successfully recover the bodies of 
our comrades or not, at least we did something.”]

Having each other’s back - Personnel of Bravo Company 
during a drill on CQB and urban warfighting training
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But before they could even get near SSg Lantaca’s body, they were met 
with a volume of fire from the terrorists. He saw one private who was stunned 
by the bombardment of fires and began taking off his uniform and laying 
down his firearm. Sgt Casipong warned the private not to do anything rash as 
he would get killed. “Sabi ko ‘huwag kang tatakbo, mamatay ka!’” [“I warned 
him not to run or he will die!”]

Cpl Albert Malondong, a gunner also attempted to recover SSg Lantaca’s 
body. He put his own life on the line but he was shot on his back and died on 
the spot. As the terrorists drew nearer the building, they threw an IED bomb 
to the direction of the troops. But before it could even explode, Pvt Crisnel 
Redoblado, without thinking twice, jumped over at the IED  bomb using his 
body as a cover to save the lives of his comrades and avoid further casualties. 
He was instantly killed in the blast.   

At the same instance, SSg Bryan Aboyme, Team Leader in the Weapons 
Company, was thrown to the wall because of the tremendous impact of the 
explosion. Heavy debris fell on him and he thought he was about to die. As he 
was gasping for air, he heard muffled sound of rifle fires. He could not move. 
His body felt heavy. He remembered that it was his wife’s birthday. He missed 
his wife and wondered what she would feel when she knew he had died. He 
prayed to God that his wife would accept his fate that day, a tragic irony of 
his wife celebrating her birthday while he lay dying. He was repentant, asking 
God for forgiveness for all the sins he had committed, and at the same he 
was grateful for the opportunity he had. For him, he fought well and hard. 
He did his best. At that moment, he was ready. He surrendered everything to 
God. He lost consciousness and fell asleep. Little did he know, he was already 
declared among the casualties. He woke up to the sound of the fires released 
by his fellow troops. He was alive and he felt revived at the thought that God 
never left him. Mustering all his might, he removed the debris that fell on him 
and began crawling towards where his fellow troops were. He called to them 
in a low voice to inform them that he was not dead. Soon, he was pulled out 
and was attended to immediately. 
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Meanwhile, 1Lt Salan together with a troop member from another squad 
managed to survive by hiding in a restroom, where they stayed for hours 
until it turned dark outside. With each passing hour, he noticed his comrade 
growing weaker and weary. He was outraged and wanted to seek vengeance. 
But his comrade told him to remain calm although they were at the losing 
end. 1Lt Salan knew that whatever move they made could probably mean 
following the fate of their fallen troops. Although they were at the gates of 
death, he was somehow grateful that he was still breathing and he got a 
comrade beside him who was alive. So he composed himself and told his 
comrade to preserve his strength and never lose hope. He was convinced 
that they would make it alive and that they only needed proper timing to 
move and take their fallen brothers with them to safety. “Hindi ko iiwan itong 
mga kasama natin sa loob. Kahit patay na ’to, kukunin natin.” [“I won’t leave 
our comrades here. Even if they’re dead, I’ll take their bodies with us.”]

They were granted fire support from another platoon before the 
terrorists could overrun them. But because they were under attack of 
sniper fires, the only recourse they had was to leave the building and plan 
a counterattack to recover the bodies of SSg Lantaca, Cpl Malondong, and     
Pvt Redoblado the next day.  

Having insufficient weapons made us less confident. We were not fully 
trained to handle sniper rifle because the number of issued sniper rifles and 
units authorized to handle them was limited. The Light Reaction Company 
(LRC) in particular was the only unit that exclusively handled explosives, 
while the Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) unit handled unexploded 
hand grenades, bullets, and IEDs.  Our battalion was not issued with sniper 
rifles so we improvised our own by buying a scope that we mounted on our 
rifles. To complement our firepower, we also requested to be reinforced with 
personnel who were trained to handle sniper rifles and explosives. Getting 
reinforcements helped us better survey the areas to be cleared and complete 
our operations swiftly. 
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In the middle of the war, Sgt Quintana cleared his thoughts and focused 
only on defeating the terrorists and ending the war with our victory in 
mind. As a team leader, he was well aware how some of our troops became 
exhausted, discouraged, and disheartened over the course of ceaseless 
firefight. So he challenged them to persevere and remain patient. He 
reminded them of their families waiting for their safe return home. Moreover, 
he convinced our troops that the war would soon end and reminded us 
that as soldiers of the country, it was our duty to protect the people and 
the nation against all threats and at all costs. At one time, he emboldened 
the privates among us by reminding them that all the hardships that we 
were enduring were transitory. All the horrors and the war would pass and 
eventually we would go back to our lives happily. He persuaded us to keep a 
positive attitude and mindset in carrying out our duty. 

1st Infantry Division (1ID) Chaplain administering 
the Holy Communion to troops of JTF Marawi
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But to 1Lt Almario, he thought he would not 
see through the end of the war as it was the end 
of his life. It happened when he and his men 
were ordered to seize and clear a building that 
served as a strategic location of the terrorists. As 
per his plan, he and his squad tried to breach the 
area at night. As he went to secure the area on 
the second floor of the building,  he instructed 
his other troops to take over the first floor. A few 
moments upon their entry into the building, the 
stairs connecting the two floors were burned 
down. 1Lt Almario and his men were trapped. 
They had no way to go down and rejoin the 
other group as the terrorists were surrounding 
them. So he ordered his men to hold fire in 
order to avoid adverse threat. He heard gun 
fires from the first floor and thought his men 
had successfully cleared the first floor. But upon 
taking a peek, he was surprised to see how the 
terrorists’ insistent firing had forced his men to 
pull back from the area, leaving 1Lt Almario’s 
group vulnerable to terrorist attack. So they 
immediately retreated from their position. He 
knew that if they were to wait until the morning, 
they would surely be dead because the terrorists 
were closing in at them and they were too far to 
receive assistance or support from other groups. 
But upon hearing a commotion downstairs 
which diverted the terrorists’ attention, he 
took the opportunity and ordered his team to 
jump after him from the second floor through 
an opening he spotted that led outside of the 
building. Soon, he and his men were out of 
danger. 
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1Lt Pabonita and 1Lt Almario of 10IB along with 1Lt Simbulan 
of JTG Bakal brainstorm the concept of clearing the next 
objectives

BRAVE HEARTS ENDURE 51

Operations Research Center, Philippine Army



Sgt Dionisio Alunan, Team Leader in Scout Platoon who had been with 
the 10IB for 15 years, also exhibited his bravery during a weeklong clearing 
operation of buildings near the Mapandi Bridge. He was shot by a sniper. 
Fortunately, it missed him but he felt the bullet brush his cheek. Had he 
moved a bit closer to the window, his head could have taken the sniper’s 
hit. Because the area was heavily guarded by terrorists, he and his troops 
had a hard time penetrating deep into the war zone. As an alternative, 
they changed route and eventually reached Brgy. Marinaut. It was upon 
their arrival to this area that he and his men were engaged in their fiercest 
firefight with the terrorists, with three of his troops killed on the spot. No 
matter how hard they tried to retrieve the bodies of their fallen troops, they 
were met with overwhelming volume of fires every time. This forced them to 
change their strategy to recover their wounded troops and casualties. Being 
confronted with a relentless adversary made most of Sgt Alunan’s troops felt 
helpless. At the back of Sgt Alunana’s mind, he had also been thinking who 
might die among his men in the next open fire.

In the Weapons Company, high-powered weapons such as .50 caliber, 
RPG, and 90RR were lethal and useful during assault but had minimal 
damage over the thick concrete walls of the buildings and houses in the city. 
We had to employ patience and persistence to break down these blockades 
and capture the terrorists.

    In the succeeding months since we began our operations, sleeping 
became a luxury. Sgt Alunan admitted that it was what he needed the 
most but could not avail of it. The moment he closed his eyes to take a nap, 
he would instantly be awakened by the loud and roaring gunshots from a 
distance. Good thing they could still eat meals in peace. After exchanging 
fires with the terrorists, he and his troops were able to prepare food for 
themselves. They assigned somebody to cook their meals and run errands on 
the other things they also needed. All these, however, were done cautiously. 

At night, our minds tried to escape the chaos around us. We blankly 
stared at the photo of our families, who were the constant reminder of 
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our lives beyond the war and inspired us to complete our mission and stay 
alive. Our spirits were lifted whenever we receive calls and hear our family’s 
fervent prayers. Thankfully, mobile signal and internet connection were 
strong in Marawi City during the war, so we got in touch with our families 
as often as possible to let them know that we were safe and to keep them 
from worrying. We were allowed to call them whenever we had no operation 
during the day to lessen our combat fatigue. One of our troops even made a 
Facebook post, asking his neighbors to tell his mother that he was safe. 

However, communicating with our loved ones also had its downside. 
In times of war, it was best to think of our families last because hearing 
bad news and problems from them could distract us from performing our 
tasks and completing our mission. We must focus on our mission at hand 
and our heads clear as failing to do so could risk our safety and that of our 
fellow soliders. Hearing how our families were worried sick for us also made 
us long for our homes more which was disheartening and detrimental to 
our psychological and emotional condition. But we kept our resolve firm 
nonetheless, and thought of our duty above everything else. 

In his mind, Sgt Alunan accepted where fate had taken him. He was not 
alarmed though he heard news of countless bodies had been flown to the 
headquarters. All throughout the five-month long battle, he never incurred 
any major injury or bruises. He was very grateful to God for answering his 
prayers to keep him safe. He recalled that despite the struggles he endured 
during the war, he constantly assured his family that everything was under 
control and they should never feel unsafe and worry. Further, he never 
thought of quitting. He remembered the commitment he made when he 
became part of the battalion: to serve the people and protect the land. 

This was the same motivation of PFC Mark Evander Tantog, who was 
determined to fulfill his sworn duty and obligation despite his death-defying 
experience. The Battle of Marawi was his first taste of war. He was anxious 
all the time considering everything was new to him. But he tried to focus 
on the tasks assigned to him as a rifleman such as: checking for IEDs and 
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securing the perimeter. He soon became accustomed to the kind of life in the 
battlefield – the sound of rapid gunshots and bomb explosions, and the sight 
of cadavers which he retrieved along with a team. But on a fateful day at 
Brgy. Marinaut near Dansalan College, he was among those badly wounded. 
When a grenade was thrown at him and the other troops, it exploded and 
the splinters pierced through and lodged in the different parts of his body. 
He was immediately rescued and flown to V. Luna Hospital in Manila. He 
had to undergo a major surgery that entailed cutting a part of his intestine 
damaged by the grenade splinters. He had been told that it would take 
seven years for his body to heal and fully recover. Despite what he had to go 
through, he was still grateful to God for granting him a second life. 

Sgt Cagatin, who had been in the battalion for 10 years, had a second 
chance in life as well. He was able to survive even after obtaining burns and 
deep cuts because of a massive RPG blast during a clearing operation. Had 
he recovered quickly he would have wanted to return to the front line. 

“Kawawa ’yong mga tropa namin. Kaunti na lang kami. Ang dami nang 
wounded. Kaya kung makaya pa sana, babalik ako.” [Our operating troops 
were few. A lot got wounded. If I had only recovered quickly, I would have 
wanted to go back to the battlefield.”]  

While Sgt Cagatin was recovering, he remembered how he would 
console a private who was losing hope. Whenever he noticed the private 
looking downcast, he would simply tap him and let him drink water to help 
him relax. He never left his side until eventually the private became spirited 
again. When Sgt Cagatin finally recovered, the Battle of Marawi was over. He 
meditated on the experiences he had in the battlefield and how God spared 
his life. He was given another chance to fulfill his mission: to protect and 
serve the people and the country. He owed his life to God. He believed that 
without God’s guidance, he would not have survived. 
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Lt Col Severo speaks in front of his men after 
they lost another of their comrades

Solidarity was key to preserving our strength and morale throughout the 
arduous and brutal battle as affirmed by our principle, “No one should be left 
alone, dead or alive.” But it was our commitment to our duty that enabled us 
to achieve victory. 
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CHAPTER7
glimpSe oF a  
      Silver lining  



“During crucial times, a light shines and finds our might,” Cpt Rhoderick 
Oporto, Headquarters Commandant and Battalion Supply Officer, exalted.

As we came closer towards the terrorists’ last stand, our confidence 
grew. Being part of the combined efforts of the different units under the JTF 
Marawi, we were able to drive and constrict the terrorists to an area where 
they had no where else to go. We had them cornered. Following the SLICE 
(Strategize, Locate, Isolate, Constrict, Eliminate) approach, we only needed 
then to eliminate them. We from the 10IB were among the units chosen 
by the top commanders to take part in “the last push.” With our spirits and 
morale high, we claimed victory.

For 1LT Diangco, clearing a building without incurring casualties was 
ideal as it also allowed our troops to move swiftly. Such was the case in 
buildings that the terrorists would not hold for so long because of the 

BGen Bautista, Commander of JTF Marawi, 
commends 10IB and OPCON units

Operations Research Center, Philippine Army

58 BRAVE HEARTS ENDURE



weakened structures. Because of this, we were able to clear buildings 
much faster in the latter part of the war as we rarely encountered terrorists. 
Additionally, for 1LT Diangco, the war had also boosted his confidence to 
fight. He was shortlisted among those tasked to seize and clear the building 
assigned to late Capt Rommel Sandoval if the latter failed to do so. Being 
shortlisted was comparable to being recognized as it validated the trust of 
the officials in 1Lt Diangco’s capability. He was humbled by the recognition 
and at the same time he felt proud of himself.

The war also made him more considerate and patient with our troops. 
1Lt Diangco had gained a deeper appreciation of the sacrifices made by 
our troops. The war made him understand that every one of us had varying 
emotional and psychological limitations and different levels of tolerance 
towards stress, pressure, and fatigue. During the Battle of Marawi, he 
witnessed for the first time how troops suffered from the trauma triggered 

Gen Eduardo Año, then AFP Chief of Staff, greets Lt Col Severo during 
his regular inspection in the MBA to boost the morale of troops.
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Sgt Montano of Bravo Company receiving the Gold Cross 
Medal from Lt Gen Carlito Galvez, Commander of Western 
Mindanao Command (WESMINCOM)

by the war. When he saw them in that state of shock and disorientation, he 
immediately called for support to have them taken out from the battlefield. 
He also shared that he made sure that he was unaffected by the loss of 
his men. Being distant and strict to them somehow helped him keep his 
emotions in check. He had to stay emotionally and psychologically stable 
because if he was not, it would affect the whole company he manned and 
the number of casualties and wounded might double or triple. So he made 
sure to look after the overall welfare, particularly the psychological condition 
of his troops, and his own mental state as well for the sake of the whole unit. 

A disadvantage during the war that had a positive consequence among 
our troops was our lack of equipment and weaponry. This instilled doubt 
among our troops. But we never let it spoil our spirits and lose our will to 
fight. Instead we encouraged each other by reminding ourselves that as 
soldiers we must not succumb to fear and doubt, that we must be brave, we 
must stand strong and fight on with what we have – our wits, our skills, our 
heart. 
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Good camaraderie exhibited by Commanding Officers of different units (right 
to left): Lt Col Jason Jumawan of 82IB, Lt Col Christopher Tampus of 1IB,  Lt Col 
Samuel Yunque of 1SRB, Lt Col Gremel Brual of the 51IB, Lt Col Hubert Acierto 
of 1FAB, Army Artillery Regiment (AAR), and Lt Col Ryan Severo of 10IB

The battlefield tested our capacity to adapt and showed the leaders 
among us. It strengthened the camaraderie and our bond with our fellow 
troops even those not from our unit. We were able to make friends with 
troops from the Cavalry, Engineer, Ranger, and Artillery units.   

Camaraderie among our fellow troops, a boosted confidence, and self-
awareness motivated us to give our best and keep on fighting tirelessly until 
the last. When the top commanders recognize our efforts and capability 
by giving us tasks that were crucial to winning the war, we took such 
gesture with privilege and pride because it meant they trusted us and our 
capabilities. This made us believe more in ourselves and pushed us to do our 
jobs dutifully. We fought assiduously because we were chosen to be there 
at the terrorists’ last stand along with the Scout Ranger Battalion. We were 
chosen because we are great. Our Alpha Company Commander used to 
share with us that we are great men. He just happened to be the leader of us. 
We fought well, no doubt.  We survived and won the war. We were thought 
of as an elite group by Cpt Armada when we cleared an area for his armored 
vehicle and fought hard to help pin down Isnilon Hapilon and Omarkhayam 
Maute. Being given the chance to be part of the “final push” was a testament 
that our battalion was a steadfast force that can be relied on.
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CHAPTER8
viCtorS aFter 

the Siege



The smell of war was ungodly. It was a mix of smoke and the stench of 
corpses. The battle left nothing but the eerie silence of a ravaged land 
that had been the site of gruesome and harrowing ordeal of men, 

women, old, and young struggling to survive. Indeed, no one was victorious in 
any war. 

But finally, after five long months of dreadful and fierce combat 
against the ISIS-Maute Terrorist Group, the black flag was replaced with 
the true symbol of the nation. A day after the terrorists Isnilon Hapilon 
and Omarkhayam Maute were killed, President Rodrigo Duterte formally 
announced the liberation of Marawi City on the 17th of October 2017. A week 
later, on the 24th of October, our troops began to move towards Linamon, 
Lanao del Norte. On the same day, we held a thanksgiving party and 
celebrated our battalion’s anniversary with alternate feelings of triumph, 
gladness, and gloom. On the 25th of October, our operating troops along with 
our TCP personnel left the MBA and proceeded to Brgy. Cabingan in Marawi 
City for redeployment. We looked forward to coming home. 

What had transpired in Marawi City will be in the hearts and minds of 
every Filipino. It should rightfully serve as a grim reminder of the horrors 
brought by terrorism and its perpetrators whose twisted goals consist of  
seizing, killing, and destroying properties, livelihood, and innocent lives. 

If there is one thing that we are grateful for from having been part of the 
Battle of Marawi, it is that our character was tested and it proved us to be 
brave enduring warriors who had the heart to fight for our country and our 
people.

  10IB incurred one of the highest numbers of casualties, and the 
battalion mourned for its loss. We confronted a cold-blooded adversary and 
survived desperate circumstances. But we adapted, innovated, and soldiered 
on. We were each other’s constant source of strength and hope as we were 
for the others. 

We thank and salute our leaders, who looked after our welfare and 

Operations Research Center, Philippine Army

BRAVE HEARTS ENDURE64



helped keep our strength and fighting spirit throughout the war. Our 
battalion and company leaders strove to remain calm and collected despite 
the immense pressure and stress they had to endure. They pressed us 
to meet our objectives and motivated us to survive. We were physically, 
mentally, and emotionally burned out, but we fought until the end. In the 
seam of extremely difficult encounters during the war, we take pride in 
fighting for the liberation of Marawi City. 

The battle had brought forth great learning for our troops in the future. 
We have inscribed something remarkable in history. From the Korean War 
to the Battle of Marawi, we had marched past the point of no return, and 
surrendered our fate to whatever lay ahead. We remained resilient and 
dauntless in the face of terror and even death to fight for the sovereignty 
and freedom of our land. We battled against notorious terrorists, fortified our 
defenses, helped other units, survived against the odds, and now we unravel 
our stories long been untold.  

Heroes are not born nor made. When terror and chaos grip a nation, they 
respond to the call of duty. They battle, they rise, and they become victors. 
Truly, brave hearts endure.

Steady On Troopers are all smiles as they raise their fists after 
President Rodrigo Duterte declared the liberation of Marawi City
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AFTERWORD

The five-month long Battle of Marawi is an 

extraordinary episode in the history of our 

country. This publication aims to impart 

to the Filipino people and the future generation 

the sacrifices made and the bravery shown by our 

soldiers particularly the Steady On Troopers to 

liberate the City of Marawi. 
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The accounts of the 10IB Troopers 
chronicle the adaptations they had 
to make to overcome the challenges 
and complexities of urban warfighting 
to prevail against the ISIS-Maute 
terrorists. These soldiers attest to 
the firm commitment of all the men 
and women in uniform to protect the 
people and defend the sovereignty of 
our country against any threat even 
at the cost of their own lives. Trust 
that we from the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines will remain relentless in 
thwarting the spread of terrorism and 
in pursuing lasting peace in our land.

MGEN ROSELLER G MURILLO AFP
Commander, 1st Infantry (Tabak) Division,

Philippine Army
Former Commander, Joint Task Group Ranao
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TIMELINE OF 10IB ACTIVITIES IN THE BATTLE OF MARAWI

JUNE

14 JUNE 
10IB conducted sector clearing operation of remnants of the ISIS-Maute 
Terrorist Group together with the PNP in Brgy. Matampay.

17 JUNE 
- The Battalion left the vicinity of Amay Pakpak Ave. to consolidate at Marawi 

City Hall.
- Operating troops cleared a group of buildings at Brgy. Bangon, Marawi City.
- The Battalion consolidated in the vicinity of Brgy. Marinaut, Marawi City after 

receiving an order to be redeployed in the main battle area (MBA).

18 JUNE
Lt Col Obena conducted mission briefing to the company commanders and 
staff officers. 

19 JUNE
Troops seized and cleared Bldg. 883, Bldg. 885, and Bldg. 886.

20 JUNE
Lt Col Obena gave an order to 1Lt Inopia to clear Bldg. 877 and adjacent 
unmarked buildings.

21 JUNE
Troops seized and cleared Bldg. 877. 

22 JUNE
- Troops provided support by fire (SBF) to 2SRB, which was tasked to clear 

Dansalan College, Bldg 815, Bldg 816, and Bldg. 817. 
- Sgt. Atani was wounded during the operation.
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23 JUNE
Troops seized and cleared unmarked building GC 51N X 43125 83801. 

24 JUNE
- Troops pressed on and attempted to clear Bldg. 878 and its adjacent 

building, but faced heavy retaliation from the terrorists. 
- Several were wounded and one was killed: Cpl Jerah Kim Cuello, Pvt Albert 

Achay, Cpl Malfred Simborio, PFC Radjmil Sanaani, Cpl Maximino Tampus 
Jr, PFC Jimmy Agda, Pvt Malabago, and Pvt Gerald Berioso were wounded; 
while Sgt Adonis Lloyd Mendoza was killed on the spot.

27 JUNE
- Troops engaged in heavy firefight with the terrorists while conducting 

clearing operation at Bldg. 876 and its adjacent buildlings. 
- Several were wounded, namely: Sgt Bryan Aboyme, PFC Romer Salvacion, 

and Pvt Alfredo Cosep. Those who were killed included SSg Jerry Lantaca, 
 Cpl Albert Malondong, and Pvt Crisnel Redoblado, who used his body to 

cover an IED bomb to save the lives of his comrades and avoid further 
casualties.

28 JUNE
Troops recovered the bodies of SSg Lantaca, Cpl Malondong, and Pvt 
Redoblado, which were left in Bldg. 876.

JULY

3 JULY 
Troops established SBF position in several marked and unmarked buildings.

 
4 JULY 

Initial briefing and planning was held about the clearing operation of the 
unmarked building GC 51N XJ 42974 83876 west of Bldg. 874 and GC 43129 
83729. 
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5 JULY
- Troops cleared and established defensive position in the unmarked building 

GC 51N XJ 42974 83876 from which they provided fires for their comrades, 
who were engaged in firefight with the terrorists in Bldg 874. One was 
wounded. 

- Troops also cleared and established defensive position in the unmarked 
building GC42980 83866 and Bldg. 874. 

7 JULY
- Troops engaged in heavy firefight with the terrorists in clearing Bldg. 820. 
- Cpl Revel Virtudazo and Pvt Raulito Briones Jr were wounded during the 

operation.

8 JULY 
Initial briefing was held about the clearing operation of the building 821 GC 
51N XJ 42933 83867.

9 JULY
Final briefing and planning was held for the clearing operation of Bldg. 821 GC 
51N XJ 42933 83867.

10 JULY 
Troops seized and cleared the unmarked building at GC 51N XJ 42974 83876 
and fortified their defensive positions with sandbags.

11 JULY
Troops seized and cleared Bldg. 825, Bldg. 1062, and Bldg. 822.

13 JULY
- Troops were tasked to relieve-in-place the men of 51IB occupying Bldg. 786, 

which was heavily guarded by the terrorists. 
- Cpl Sali and 1Lt dela Paz were wounded by enemy sniper fires.

14 JULY
- Troops resumed the assault in Bldg. 786 from the previous day and engaged 

with the terrorists. 
- Pvt Vensar Lorion was wounded during the operation.
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15 JULY
- Troops were given gas masks and tear gas. 
- They successfully seized and cleared Bldg. 779 and Bldg. 786. 
- PFC Jay-Ar Pancho, Pvt Argie Pitulan, and Pvt Froilan Ansocot were wounded 

due to grenade blast. 

16 JULY
- Troops seized and cleared Bldg. 786. 
- Troops seized and cleared Bldg. 781 and Bldg. 779 after engaging in an 

intense firefight with the terrorists occupying both buildings.
- Seven were wounded, which included Cpl Alkaisar Omar and PFC Nuh Kahal. 

Two were killed, namely, Cpl Akdam Baiting, and 1LT ABACAJEN, who died by 
sniper fire. 

17 JULY
Troops engaged in a firefight with the terrorists to extricate those wounded-
in-action (WIA) with the help of the fire support vehicle (FSV) Kanlaon.

21 JULY
Through the remote controlled weapon station (RCWS) Cunanan, terrorists 
sighted within the vicinity GC 42773 84135 and GC 42773 84135 were killed. 

22 JULY
Through FSV Canlaon, terrorists sighted in vicinity GC 42834 84372 and in the 
unmarked building 42754 84061 were killed.

26 JULY
While conducting target softening to the buildings located in front of the 
battalion sector, troops were fired at by terrorist snipers occupying Bldg. 735, 
Bldg. 736 and Bldg. 733. One soldier was killed-in-action (KIA). 

27 JULY
Through RCWS Cunanan, terrorists sighted within the vicinity GC 42697 84227 
were killed.
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AUGUST

6 AUGUST
Troops provided SBF/ cover fire to APC Nakpil and APC Gen Ver, while at the 
same time conducting target building softening.

7 AUGUST
- Troops, who were tasked to clear the terrorists’ strongholds marked as 

buildings S6, S7, S8, S9, and other surrounding unmarked building in vicinity 
of Brgy Marinaut, engaged in an intense firefight with the terrorists. 

- A total of 10 soldiers were killed due to multiple shrapnel injury and gunshot 
wounds, including Cpl Ardnie Allaga. Several were wounded including PFC 
Steve Tomo and Cpl Raniel Bongolo.

- Remaining troops withdrew and planned for the retrieval of Cpl Allaga’s body 
left in Bldg. S8.

8 AUGUST
- Troops were able to retrieve Cpl Allaga’s body in Bldg. S8 which the terrorists 

left burning. 
- PFC Christopher Jumawan was wounded during the operation.

10 AUGUST
- While fortifying their defensive position in Bldg. 781, troops engaged in heavy 

firefight with terrorists occupying the nearby Bldg. 735.
- Cpl Quinanola and PFC Maddawin were wounded.

11 AUGUST
- Troops positioned at Bldg. 791 in Brgy. Marinaut and were tasked to provide 

SBF to 3SRB were fired at by the terrorists. 
- Three were WIA. 

12 AUGUST - 15 AUGUST
- After the briefing of the planned assault, troops entered the unmarked 

building GC 51N XJ 42759 84073 and engaged in heavy firefight with the 
terrorists, who eventually retreated. 

- PFC Isagani Moracilla was wounded during the operation.
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15 AUGUST
Turnover of Battalion Command from Lt Col JONATHAN OBENA to Lt Col 
RYAN SEVERO. 

19 AUGUST
During the clearing operation at Bldg. 733, troops engaged in an intense 
firefight with the terrorists, who eventually retreated. 

20 AUGUST
- Troops encountered undetermined number of terrorists during the clearing 

operation at Bldg. S27 in Brgy. Marinaut.
- Troops established ACP at Bldg. 733.

21 AUGUST
While occupying defensive position at Bldg. 728 in Brgy Marinaut, troops 
discovered a damaged UAS MAVICPRO drone with micro SD card.

23 AUGUST
- Troops recovered assorted high-powered firearms (HPFAs), ammunitions 

and magazines while clearing Bldg. 730 in Brgy. Marinaut.
- Initial briefing was held to clear Bldg. 2N.
- One team was placed under OPCON to PFAC and one EOD Team to PAF.

24 AUGUST
- After Bldg. 638 had been seized and cleared, troops manuevered toward 

Bldg. 2N and engaged in heavy firefight with the terrorists. 
- FSV Pulag, Armored Infantry Fighting Vehicle (AIFV) Sakay, APC Del Pilar, 

APC Galido, and APC Nakpil provided SBF/cover fire to the engaged troops, 
resulting in the successful clearing of Bldg. 2N.

25 AUGUST
Troops seized and cleared Bldg. 635 (St. Mary’s Cathedral).

26 AUGUST
- Troops seized and cleared Bldg. 726 and unmarked buildings in Brgy. 

Marinaut.
- APC Del Pilar, APC Galido and APC Nakpil provided .50 caliber fires
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- Eight pcs. of different types of unexploded ordnance (UXO) and two pcs. fuse 
were recovered.

- Troops established ACP at Bldg. 636

27 AUGUST
Troops seized and cleared Bldg. 636 and unmarked buildings in Brgy. 
Marinaut, resulting in the recovery of two pcs. of UXO.

29 AUGUST - 31 AUGUST
- Troops occupying defensive position at Bldg. 636, Bldg. 2M, Bldg. 3F, and the 

unmarked building in Brgy. Marinaut provided SBF/cover fire to 1SRB and 
4SRB in support of their advance towards their respective objectives.

- In a breaching operation, Sgt Abdulhamid Mangkabong was hit on his knees 
by falling debris.

30 AUGUST 
- RPG was issued.

SEPTEMBER

1 SEPTEMBER - 3 SEPTEMBER
Troops underwent military operations in urban terrain (MOUT) and close 
quarters battle (CQB) Training.

1 SEPTEMBER
During the breaching operation of 4SRB at Bldg. 630 in Brgy. Marianaut, 
Cpl Edward Baguara, who was among the 10IB troops occupying defensive 
position at Bldg. 2N, accidentally stepped on glass debris while falling back 
towards a safe position. 

3 SEPTEMBER
As operating troops were positioned at Bldg. 636 in Brgy. Marinaut to provide 
SBF to 1SRB and 4SRB, Pvt Rizalday Malabago and Sgt Filnor Butalina were 
wounded due to sniper fires from Bldg. 633. 
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4 SEPTEMBER - 5 SEPTEMBER
- First batch of troops sent to Linamon, Lanao del Norte.
- Troops conducted practicals on CQB Training.
- Troops occupying defensive position at Bldg. 636 and unmarked building in 

Brgy. Marinaut provided SBF/cover fire to 1SRB and 4SRB in support of their 
advance towards their respective objectives.

- Troops conducted clearing operation at an unmarked building 51N XJ 42599 
84223 in Brgy. Marinaut.

6 SEPTEMBER - 9 SEPTEMBER
- Troops occupying defensive position at Bldg. 636, Bldg. 2N, and unmarked 

buildings in Brgy. Marinaut provided SBF/cover fire to 1SRB and 4SRB in 
support of their advance towards their respective objectives.

- Troops conducted target softening to Bldg. 708 and Bldg. 706.

8 SEPTEMBER - 10 SEPTEMBER
Troops underwent combat lifesaver (CLS) Training.

10 SEPTEMBER
Troops seized and cleared Bldg. 714 after enagaging in a heavy firefight with 
the terrorists.

11 SEPTEMBER
- Troops seized and cleared Bldg. 706 and Bldg. S10 in Brgy. Marinaut.
- FSV Binuluan, APC Nakpil, and APC Del Pilar provided fires prior to the 

assault of the troops.
- Sgt Adji Arraji and Pvt Joemari Sipsip were wounded by sniper fires. 

12 SEPTEMBER
- Troops occupying Bldg. S10 in Brgy. Marinaut continued to provide SBF to 

4SRB which was targeting Bldg. 704 and Bldg. S14
- Troops conducted target softening to Bldg. S9 and Bldg S71.
- Troops fortified the walls with sandbags despite sniper fires.
- Several troops were wounded due to RPG blast including: Cpl Azur Potoy Jr, 

Sgt Atani, PFC Prociso Pradel Jr, PFC Saplot, Pvt Jirom Valiente, PFC Delos 
Reyes, PFC Arasid, and PFC Ray Dela Cruz.

- After assisting the other troops secure the area, the remaining troops 
established a defensive position at Bldg. S71.
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13 SEPTEMBER - 15 SEPTEMBER
Troops underwent IED Awareness/Detection Training

13 SEPTEMBER
- Troops occupying defensive position at Bldg. 636, Bldg. 714, Bldg. 633 and 

Bldg. S10 in Brgy. Marinaut provided SBF/cover fire to 1SRB in support of their 
advance towards their objective.

- Troops conducted building softening to Bldg. S9, Bldg. S14, and Bldg. S71.

14 SEPTEMBER
As operating troops were conducting target softening to  Bldg. S9 and Bldg. 
S71, Pvt Akri-Mar Mandarasa was hit by sniper fires coming from unmarked 
building GC 42526 84186.

15 SEPTEMBER
- Troops occupying defensive position at Bldg. 636, Bldg. 714, Bldg. 633 and 

Bldg. S10 in Brgy. Marinaut provided SBF/cover fire to 1SRB in support of their 
advance.

- They also conducted building softening to Bldg. S9, Bldg. S14, Bldg. S71, and 
Bldg. 701.

16 SEPTEMBER - 18 SEPTEMBER 
- Troops occupying defensive position occupying defensive position at Bldg. 

636, Bldg. 714, Bldg. 633, and Bldg. S10 in Brgy. Marinaut provided SBF/cover 
fire to 1SRB and JTG Vector in support of their advance. 

- They also conducted building softening to Bldg. S9, Bldg. S14, Bldg. S71, and 
Bldg.  701.

- Troops provided support by fire to 1SRB in support of their advance towards 
Padian Market.

- While conducting target softening, PFC Quirino Ogang, PFC Jayton San Luis, 
and Pvt Rodel Aldrin Villegas were wounded by sniper fires.

19 SEPTEMBER - 20 SEPTEMBER
Troops occupying defensive position at Bldg. 714, Bldg. 633, and Bldg. S10 in 
Brgy. Marinaut provided SBF/cover fire to 1SRB and JTG Vector in support of 
their advance.
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- They also conducted building softening to Bldg. S9, Bldg. S14, Bldg. S71, and 
Bldg. 708.

- While clearing Bldg. S71, operating troops encountered undetermined 
number of ISIS-Maute terrorists, resulting in PFC Balos, PFC Edcel Balneg, 
and PFC Quinones getting WIA.

- While clearing unmarked building 51P XJ 42564 84186 in Brgy. Marinaut, 
operating troops encountered undetermined number of ISIS-Maute 
terrorists, resulting in 2Lt Acabal getting WIA.

20 SEPTEMBER
Donning of ranks for troops was conducted with BGen ROLANDO JOSELITO 
BAUTISTA at Bldg. 733.

 
21 SEPTEMBER - 22 SEPTEMBER

- Troops occupying defensive position at Bldg. 636, Bldg. 714, Bldg. 633, and 
Bldg. S10 in Brgy. Marinaut conducted building softening to Bldg. S9, Bldg. 
S14, Bldg. S71, and Bldg. 708.

- Troops conducted SBF/cover fire in support to the assault of 4SRB at OBJ 
STONE and conducted clearing operation towards their respective objective.

22 SEPTEMBER - 23 SEPTEMBER
- Vaccination of Tetanus Toxoid was administered to troops and personnel.

25 SEPTEMBER
- Troops conducted clearing operation at Bldg. S9, Bldg. S6, Bldg. S71, and 

unmarked buildings 51N XJ 42537 84181, 51N XJ 42551 84174, 51N XJ 42547 
84165, 51N XJ 42557 84178.

- Troops also provided SBF to JTG VECTOR in clearing of OBJ STONE.

26 SEPTEMBER - 30 SEPTEMBER
Troops provided SBF/cover fire to JTG VECTOR and conducted building 
softening to Bldg. 699, Bldg. 742, Bldg. S11, Bldg. T11, and Bldg. T8.
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OcTOBER

1 OcTOBER
Troops provided SBF/cover fire to JTG VECTOR and conducted building 
softening to Bldg. 699, Bldg. 742, Bldg. S11, Bldg. T11, and Bldg. T8.

2 OcTOBER
- Troops established ACP at Bldg. S10.
- Troops prepositioned at Bldg. S71 to assault Bldg. A21, Bldg. B21, Bldg. H21, 

Bldg. I21, Bldg. J21, Bldg. K21, and unmarked building 51N XJ 42480 84208.
- While clearing Bldg. B21, troops were fired at by undetermined number of 

terrorists. 
- Sgt Emmanuel Arpon was wounded during the operation.

3 OcTOBER
- Along their way to seize Bldg. 698 IVO Brgy. Datu sa Dansalan, troops were 

able to clear and establish defensive position at Bldg. C21 and G21.
- Troops engaged in a fierce CQB against the terrorists in Bldg. 698, forcing 

them to withdraw.
- Among those wounded were Cpl Bensar Arasad, Sgt Abduhalim, Pvt Crispo 

Guitao, and 1Lt Oblan, who was hit by splinters due to an explosion from an 
M203 grenade launcher.

5 OcTOBER
- Troops launched another assault to seize Bldg. 698 with coordination and 

SBF from Scout Ranger class 202. 
- Troops engaged in heavy firefight with the terrorists in Bldg. G21 and Bldg. 

698, resulting in the death of Sgt Nurhussin Engo.
- Troops were eventually forced to vacate Bldg. G21 and establish defensive 

position at Bldg. I21
- Debriefing was held at the battalion tactical post (Bn TCP) in Bldg. 807 Brgy. 

Marinaut,  where Lt Col Severo further ensured that the morale of the troops 
remained high despite suffering casualty.

6 OcTOBER
Troops occupying defensive positions at Bldg. I21, Bldg. 701, and Bldg. Q21 
in Brgy. Datu sa Dansalan provided SBF to 4SRB and conducted building 
softening.
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7 OcTOBER
- A leader’s recon at Bldg. Q21 with key NCOs was held.
- Mission planning was done at the Bn TCP in Bldg. 807

8 OcTOBER
- Troops cleared and fortified their defensive position in Bldg. N10, Bldg. 697, 

and Bldg.  N21.
- FSV Pinatubo delivered 76mm fires, while APC Gen Ver and APC Cauton 

provided .50 caliber fires towards Bldg. 697.
- Operating troops also conducted clearing operation at Bldg. P10 and Bldg. 

F21 in Brgy. Datu sa Dansalan, and provided SBF/cover fire to the assaulting 
troops.

9 OcTOBER
- Troops began their assault to Bldg. C25 and advanced to Bldg. E11 despite 

heavy fire from terrorists, which resulted in PFC Hudierez sustaining gunshot 
wounds. 

- Operating troops conducted clearing operation at Bldg. F25, Bldg. L12, Bldg. 
E25, Bldg. R10, Bldg. T10, Bldg. I10, Bldg. 751, and provided SBF/cover fire to 
the assaulting troops.

- While clearing Bldg. T10 in Brgy. Datu sa Dansalan, operating troops 
encountered undetermined number of ISIS-Maute terrorists, which resulted 
in PFC Samuel Quijano getting WIA.

- While clearing Bldg. E11 in Brgy. Datu sa Dansalan, operating troops 
encountered undetermined number of ISIS-Maute terrorists at Bldg. 750 and 
Bldg. 746.

10 OcTOBER
Operating troops occupying defensive position at Bldg. I10, Bldg. T10, Bldg. 
C25, and Bldg. G21 conducted SBF and building softening to help assaulting 
troops advance in the battalion’s designated sector.

11 OcTOBER
- Operating troops conducted clearing operation at Bldg.E11, Bldg. 746, Bldg. 

L25, Bldg. 749, unmarked building 51N XJ 42341 84097 and 51N XJ 42353 
84110, and provided SBF/cover fire to the assaulting troops.

- While performing his duty as scout observer, Cpl Arnel Aredidon was hit by a 
ricochet shrapnel believed to come from the 105mm howitzer fire mission.
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12 OcTOBER
- Troops cleared and seized the last target building (Bldg. O25) - Final Push
- FSV Vinluan and APC Gen Ver delivered fires prior to the assault of troops.

13 OcTOBER
Operating troops occupying defensive position at Bldg. O25 vicinity, Brgy 
Datu sa Dansalan, Marawi City were subjected to enemy fires while providing 
SBF/cover fire to the assaulting elements of 15SRC, which resulted in PFC 
Ababa getting WIA.

14 OcTOBER - 15 OcTOBER
Operating troops occupying defensive position at Bldg. O25 in Brgy. Datu sa 
Dansalan provided SBF/cover fire to the assaulting elements of 1SRB. 

24 OcTOBER
- Troops started to move from the MBA to Linamon, Lanao del Norte
- Thanksgiving Party and Battalion Anniversary Celebration was held.

25 OcTOBER
Operating troops together with TCP components left the MBA and proceeded 
to Brgy. Cabingan Marawi City for redeployment.
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LIST OF PERSONNEL KILLEd-IN-ACTION

LIST OF PERSONNEL WOuNdEd-IN-ACTION

1.  Pvt Daryl F Ando 920048 (Inf) PA     22-Jun-17
2.  Sgt Abbas L Atani 818905 (Inf) PA    22-Jun-17
3.  PFC Bernie T Saladaga 898119 (Inf) PA    22-Jun-17
4.  Cpl Melvin S Alcuizar 898131 (Inf) PA    22-Jun-17
5.  Cpl Joseph I Quismundo 895979 (Inf) PA   22-Jun-17
6.  Pvt Israel Jan A Catanyag 898060 (Inf) PA   22-Jun-17
7.  Cpl Jhon Ren A Mangubat 900266 (Inf) PA   22-Jun-17
8.  Ssg Arnold C Tomo 847051 (Inf) PA    24-Jun-17
9.  Cpl Jerah Kim C Cuello 868687 (Inf) PA    24-Jun-17
10.  Pvt Albert B Achay 920066 (Inf) PA    24-Jun-17
11.  Cpl Herober M Macrohon 896015 (Inf) PA   24-Jun-17
12.  PFC Radjmil S Sanaani 873604 (Inf) PA    24-Jun-17

Name              Date of Incident

1.  Sgt Adonis Lloyd D Mendoza 846759 (MS) PA   24-Jun-17
2.  SSg Gerry S Lantaca 801193 (Inf) PA    27-Jun-17
3.  Cpl Albert H Malondong 856795 (Inf) PA    27-Jun-17
4.  Pvt Crisne A Redoblado 926055 (Inf) PA    27-Jun-17
5.  Sgt Masangling P Arip 820095 (Inf) PA    28-Jun-17
6.  Cpl Al-Jhune N Jadil 820046 (Inf) PA    05-Jul-17
7.  PFC Robert A Mangharal Jr 880769 (Inf) PA   26-Jul-17
8.  1LT FRANKLIN Q ABACAJEN O-142151 (INF) PA   16-Jul-17
9.  Cpl Akdam B Baiting 820285 (Inf) PA    16-Jul-17
10. Cpl Ardnie R Allaga 873773 (Inf) PA    07-Aug-17
11.  Sgt Nurhusin O Engo 813707 (Inf) PA    05-Oct-17
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13.  Cpl Malfred A Simborio 856800 (Inf) PA    24-Jun-17
14.  Cpl Maximino T Tampus Jr 973657 (Inf) PA   24-Jun-17
15.  PFC Jimmy Y Agda II 898087 (Inf) PA    24-Jun-17
16.  Pvt Rizalday B Malabago 920040 (Inf) PA   24-Jun-17
17.  PFC Clyian G Pasion 873675 (Inf) PA    25-Jun-17
18.  PFC Terso A Tenido 847010 (Inf) PA    25-Jun-17
19.  Sgt Danilo E Bastatas 705590 (Inf) PA    27-Jun-17
20.  Sgt Bryan M Aboyme 843503 (Inf) PA    27-Jun-17
21.  Sgt Lino G Jul 814028 (Inf) PA     27-Jun-17
22.  Pvt Mark Evander V Tantog 926003 (Inf) PA   27-Jun-17
23.  Pvt Alpredo Q Cosep Jr 920031 (Inf) PA    27-Jun-17
24.  Cpl Elmar P Casipong 895909 (Inf) PA    28-Jun-17
25.  PFC Dinmark P Abenojar 889646 (Inf) PA   28-Jun-17
26.  Pvt Gerald P Berioso 920048 (Inf) PA    28-Jun-17
27.  Cpl Danilo C Mansanadez 900296 (Inf) PA   28-Jun-17
28.  PFC Romer T Salvacion 907748 (Inf) PA   28-Jun-17
29.  Ssg Junifel B Pangasian 801478 (Inf) PA   05-Jul-17
30.  Cpl Revel S Virtudazo 873865 (Inf) PA    07-Jul-17
31.  Pvt Raulito N Briones Jr 920035 (Inf) PA    07-Jul-17
32.  1LT MORIS PAULO F DELA PAZ O-147062 (INF) PA  13-Jul-17
33.  Sgt Al-muktar I Sali 814353 (Inf) PA    13-Jul-17
34.  Pvt Jovic P Galong 925969 (Inf) PA    13-Jul-17
35.  PFC Warren B Ortega 900323 (Inf) PA    14-Jul-17
36.  PFC Jay-ar S Pancho 911285 (Inf) PA    14-Jul-17
37.  Pvt Froilan L Ansocot 925897 (Inf) PA    14-Jul-17
38.  Pvt Vensar A Lorion 925898 (Inf) PA    14-Jul-17
39.  Pvt Argie G Pitulan 926056 (Inf) PA    14-Jul-17
40.  SSg Erlindo M Agraviador 794119 (Inf) PA   16-Jul-17
41.  Sgt Hussien J Wahid 814427 (Inf) PA    16-Jul-17
42.  Cpl Murphy A Kasal 873610 (Inf) PA    16-Jul-17
43.  Cpl Jobelle O Cerdeño 868672 (SC) PA    16-Jul-17
44.  Cpl Salvador V Cabaluna Jr 895985 (Inf) PA   16-Jul-17
45.  Cpl Ryan Joy D Arquiza 873708 (Inf) PA   16-Jul-17
46.  Cpl Arnil C Obuga 868704 (Inf) PA    16-Jul-17
47.  Cpl Alkalsar D Omar 847166 (Inf) PA    16-Jul-17
48.  PFC Nuh A Kahal 818740 (Inf) PA    16-Jul-17
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49.  Pvt Rodel Aldrin C Villegas 925985 (Inf) PA   16-Jul-17
50.  SSg Carlos B Garsilva 803404 (Inf) PA    16-Jul-17
51.  Sgt Munib V Sapurani 818806 (Inf) PA    16-Jul-17
52.  Sgt Allan R Dela Peña 805977 (Inf) PA    16-Jul-17
53.  Pvt Ronald D Lacierda 925949 (Inf) PA    16-Jul-17
54.  Pvt Rodel A Aclo 920064 (Inf) PA    16-Jul-17
55.  PFC Miguelito J Samellano 907763 (Inf) PA   19-Jul-17
56.  PFC Najar D Akmad 907933 (Inf) PA    19-Jul-17
57.  Cpl Jefil S Paypa 895955 (Inf) PA    19-Jul-17
58.  PFC Jeffrey A De Leon 913972 (Inf) PA    01-Aug-17
59.  Sgt Riel J Carmelotes 847132 (Inf) PA    07-Aug-17
60.  Cpl Jeano A Legaspi 867693 (SC) PA    07-Aug-17
61.  Cpl Juliram M Jalaluddin 858787 (Inf) PA   07-Aug-17
62.  Cpl Raniel D Bongolo 880839 (Inf) PA    07-Aug-17
63.  PFC Steve B Tomo 903644 (Inf) PA    07-Aug-17
64.  PFC Noel B Macasling 911254 (Inf) PA    07-Aug-17
65.  PFC Alvin T Mamac 907744 (Inf) PA    07-Aug-17
66.  SSg Roy B Dafon 805967 (MI) PA    08-Aug-17
67.  Cpl Sonniebuoy B Buot 873692 (Inf) PA    08-Aug-17
68.  PFC Christopher M Jumawan 889598 (Inf) PA   08-Aug-17
69.  Cpl Hope Earl T Casas 873728 (Inf) PA    08-Aug-17
70.  Cpl Roland C Quiñanola 861485 (Inf) PA   10-Aug-17
71.  Sgt Arlyn M Caga-anan 801334 (Inf) PA    11-Aug-17
72.  Sgt Merham J Eting 819972 (Inf) PA    11-Aug-17
73.  PFC Junnel M Tual 889588 (Inf) PA    11-Aug-17
74.  PFC Isagani S Moracilla 911309 (Inf) PA    12-Aug-17
75.  Cpl Romeo G Mosqueda Jr 896009 (Inf) PA   13-Aug-17
76.  Cpl Jayson B Tarroza 861520 (Inf) PA    14-Aug-17
77.  PVT Chrispo A Guitao 920083 (Inf) PA    17-Aug-17
78.  Sgt Merham I Abduhalim 818843 (Inf) PA   17-Aug-17
79.  1LT JOMAR D OBLAN O-17354 (INF) PA    17-Aug-17
80.  Cpl Jade Lomar C Antiola 873705 (Inf) PA   18-Aug-17
81.  PFC Decederio M Berjame 880867 (Inf) PA   18-Aug-17
82.  Cpl Jonie J Maulani 814089 (Inf) PA    19-Aug-17
83.  Pvt Crispo A Guitano (Inf) PA     20-Aug-17
84.  TSg Jolly A Bongolan (Inf) PA     23-Aug-17
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85.  SSg Nick J Dado 801296 (Inf) PA    23-Aug-17
86.  Cpl Lukman J Biao 820160 (Inf) PA    24-Aug-17
87.  Cpl Gloceric B Gonzaga 861498 (FS) PA    24-Aug-17
88.  PFC Edward Y Baguara Jr 898124 (Inf) PA   01-Sep-17
89.  Sgt Filnor O Butalina 847081 (Inf) PA    03-Sep-17
90.  Sgt Anwar R Paniorotan 813535 (Inf) PA   08-Sep-17
91.  Pvt Joemari A Sipsip 920038 (Inf) PA    11-Sep-17
92.  SSg Ranel M Virtudez 846976 (MI) PA    12-Sep-17
93.  Cpl Azur P Potoy 856851 (Inf) PA    12-Sep-17
94.  Cpl Loreto M Agustin Jr 843466 (Inf) PA   12-Sep-17
95.  Cpl Joel C Cagatin 873768 (Inf) PA    12-Sep-17
96.  PFC Prociso E Pradel Jr 900325 (Inf) PA   12-Sep-17
97.  PFC Rhine R Delos Reyes 895929 (Inf) PA   12-Sep-17
98.  PFC Aldin A Yusop 907755 (Inf) PA    12-Sep-17
99.  PFC Rodel A Saplot 900325 (Inf) PA    12-Sep-17
100.  PFC Ray A Dela Cruz 914060 (Inf) PA    12-Sep-17
101.  PFC Jirom M Valiente 920002 (Inf) PA    12-Sep-17
102.  Cpl Hersol G Pediongola 869455 (Inf) PA   13-Sep-17
103.  Sgt Adji J Arraji 819931 (Inf) PA     13-Sep-17
104.  PFC Bert B Lagunay 925875 (Inf) PA    13-Sep-17
105.  PFC John Adams Mark R Flores 903685 (Inf) PA  13-Sep-17
106.  Pvt Akri-mar O Mandarasa 920036 (Inf) PA   14-Sep-17
107.  PFC Quirino C Ogang 903652 (Inf) PA    17-Sep-17
108.  PFC Jayton M San Luis 907763 (Inf) PA   17-Sep-17
109.  2LT JOHN MICHAEL N ACABAL O-17553 (INF) PA  20-Sep-17
110.  PFC Edcel Q Balneg 903698 (Inf) PA    20-Sep-17
111.  PFC Darwin C Balos 898127 (Inf) PA    20-Sep-17
112.  PFC Efril G Quiñones 903662 (Inf) PA    20-Sep-17
113.  Sgt Emmanuel S Arpon 832073 (Inf) PA   02-Oct-17
114. Cpl Andy Q Carale 861654 (Inf) PA    08-Oct-17
115.  PFC Alther R Ababa 903619 (Inf) PA    13-Oct-17
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ACRONYMS
ACP  Advance Command Post
AFP  Armed Forces of the Philippines
AIFV  Armored Infantry Fighting Vehicle 
APC  Armored Personnel Carrier
ASG  Abu Sayyaf Group
BCT  Battalion Combat Team
CAA  CAFGU Active Auxiliary
CLS   Combat Lifesaver
CMO  Civil-Military Operations
CPP-NPA Communist Party of the Philippines - New People’s Army
EOD  Explosive Ordnance Disposal
FSV  Fire Support Vehicle
HHC  Headquarters and Headquarters Company
HPFAs  High-powered Firearms
IB  Infantry Battalion
ID  Infantry Division
IDPs  Internally Displaced Persons
IED  Improvised Explosive Device
ISIS  Islamic State of Iraq and Syria
JTF  Joint Task Force
JTG  Joint Task Group
KIA  Killed-in-action
LRC  Light Reaction Company
MCP  Main Command Post
MOUT   Military Operations in Urban Terrain
NBC  Non-Battle Casualties 
NCO  Non-Commissioned Officer
OPCON  Operational Control
PA  Philippine Army
PAF  Philippine Air Force
PCG  Philippine Coast Guard
PN  Philippine Navy
PNP  Philippine National Police
PTSD  Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder
RCwS  Remote Controlled Weapon System 
RPG  Rocket-Propelled Grenade
SLICE  Strategize, Locate, Isolate, Constrict, Eliminate
SBF  Support By Fire
TCP  Tactical Command Post
UXO  Unexploded Ordnance
wIA  Wounded-in-action
ZDN  Zamboanga del Norte 
ZDS  Zamboanga del Sur
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